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cujus tamen rei- cauflas, neque ipfus ego indagavi,
neque memini, amicos unquam indagavifle. _]am, ita
farmentis cavernam obrucrunt accol®, ut vix adiri
pofit amphus Quin & avicularum funera rariora
funt hodie, quam fuerunt olim: quod cquidem pro-
fundius, quam antea, manantibus aquis adtribuerim.
Hzc de hgs, ha&enus.

JV Arn Aeccount of a rery extraordinary Tu-
mour in the Knee of a Perfon, whofe Leg
“awas taken off by M. Jer. Peirce, Surgeon at
Bath; cammumcated in a Letter to Dr.
Mead, Phyfician to His MAYESTY, and
Fellow of the College of Phyficians, and of
the Royal Society, London.

S IR, Bath, Fune 11.1737.

S no one has been more converfant with the

furprifing Diforders to which Men are liable,

or takes a greater Pleafure in their Relief, than your-

_{elf, fo Iflatter myfclf the following Cafe cannot fail

of being acceptable to you.

William Hedges of Stratton in Somerfetfbire, a
Farmer’s Son, of 25 Years of Age, of a mufcular
healthy Habit, having never known any kind of
Difeafe ; about eight Years fince firft obferved a fmall

Swelling on his Right Leg near the fuperior Epiphyfis

of the T7b:a, which (to ufe his own Terms) he called
a Splint, about the Bignefs of a {plit Horfe-bean. As

e was nat.confcious of any Bruife on the Part, and
as
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as it was wholly free from Pain, (o the only Reafon
he had to regard it, was from its conftint Tnr £+
which durmo the two firlt Years was very o ‘ow; bue
afterwards it increas'd fo faft (though withcut Pain)
as to render him altogether incapable of Labour from
the time of Hay-Harveft 1735.—

Upon rtaking off the Limb in AMay laft, 1 found
it weighed, W1th the Leg and Foot, Slxty nine Pounds,
whicl (to the beft of my Remembrance) is Twenty-
feven mote than the Leg fome Years fince taken off
at St. Bartholomew'’s I—Iofpual by Mr. Gay, for the
like Diforder. The Operation itfelf afforded nothing
uncommon, except the Quantity of recurrent Blood
which, however greater than ufual, feemed propor-
tional to the increafed Bulk of the Part.

Upon examining this furprifing Tumour, the adja-
cent Mufcles were found deftitute of their fibrous
and flethy Appearance (probably from the Preflure,
and great Extenfion, which they had fuffer’d, and the
little Motion which for fome Years they had imploy’d
upon the Tarfis and Toes); but the Fa/tia and com-
mon Membranes of the Mufcles, being greatly thick-
ened and callous, adhered to the fubjacent Tumour;
and upon removing this callous Integument, the
Tumour appear’d coverd with great Qlantltxcs of
Blood-veflels, much diftended, and of a Colour more
intenfely red than natural.—

The Tumour itfelf was Cartilaginous for the Space
of half an Inch from its external Surface; from
whence it form’d numberle(s bony Subftances of
various Forms, Colours, and Confiftences, which
(growing more and more numecrous, as they lay
deeper) at laft form’'d a continual Subftance com-

H pletely
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pletely offify’d: In the Centre of this bony Sub-
ftance we found about a Quart of mucilaginous
Liquor, no ways fetid, (though it was then ten Days
from the Operation) whofe Colour and Confiftence
nearly refembled that of Linfeed O:i/; in which we
obferv'd many little bony Subftances loofe and float-
ing, fimilar to many others adhering to the internal
Surface of the Cavity, all which had nearly the Ap-
pearance of thofe irregular Incruftations, which in
hollow Rocks are fometimes made by the dropping of
petrifying Waters.  After the Operation, cvery Cir-
cumftance of the Cure proceeded as I could wifh, and
the Stump is now healed.

It feems well worth obferving, that the Parts
above the Tumour were very little alter’'d from their
natural State. The Cartilaginous Extremity of the
Femur was perfe@tly fmooth; nor had the Rorula
fuffer’d any other Injury except the Offification of
the Ligament by which it is fixed to the 77474 ; but
the fuperior Extremity of the Fibula was wholly loft
in the Tumour.

May we not jultly admire the Goodnefs of a Con-
ftitution, which could bear fuch e¢normous Exten-
fions in the Integuments, the Tendinous Fafcia, and
even the Bone itfelf, without Pain and Inflamma-
tion ! Or can we fufficiently wonder, that the Fluids
fhould be fo little difpofed to putrify, as to bear fo
great a Diminution in their Motion, and for fo long
Time, without vitiating the Conftitution, or tainting
even the Parts affeCted? Herewith (Sir) I beg your
Acceptance of two Portraits of this furprifing Cafe
(Sce T aB. II.): The firft Figure reprefents the Limb

immediately after the Operation; the 24 Figure thews
the
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the Tumour as opened : In both the Artift has (o far
imployed his Care and Skill, as well in preferving
the juft Dimenfions as in the Colours and Appeat-
ances, that I am left only to wifh, that in the Defcri-
ption, which I have made, my Pen had not fallen fhort
of his Pencil.—I am, with the greateft Refpett,

S IR,

Zour moft obliged
bumble Servant,

Jer. Peirce.

V. An Experiment concerning the Spirit of
Coals, being part of a Letter to the Hon. Rob.
Boyle, Efq; from the late Rew. John Clayton,
D.D. communicated by the Right Rev.
Fatber in God Robert Lord Bifbop of

Corke to the Right Hon. John Earl of
Egmont, F. R. §.

Aving feen a Ditch within two Miles
from /¥igan in Lancafbire, wherein the
Water would feemingly burn like Brandy, the Flame
of which was fo fierce, that feveral Strangers have
boiled Eggs over its the People thereabouts indeed
affirm, that about 30 Years ago it would have boiled
a Piece of Beef; and that whereas much Rain for-
merly made it burn much fiercer, now after Rain it
would fcarce burn at all. It was after a long-con-

H 2 tinued
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